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What is Environmental & Ethical Purchasing?

Environmental & Ethical purchasing (or “green” purchasing) is where environmental & ethical factors are taken into consideration when deciding on a purchase. By doing this, we can reduce the environmental & ethical impact of your purchase.

The initial purchase price of a product may not be its most significant cost. When purchasing a product you should also consider its running cost and disposal cost, as these can be more than the initial purchase price. The entire cost of a purchase, including initial purchase, running costs and disposal cost is called the whole life cost. 
The “green” purchasing market is constantly growing due to increased demand for sustainable products. This document aims to provide the information needed to make informed decisions about the ethical & environmental impacts of purchasing products.
Why Do It?

There are numerous reasons why businesses should aim to purchase “green”. Probably the most enticing for businesses may be the financial benefits, with “green” products being more energy efficient and so often having much lower whole life costs. The returns on “green” products are also often quicker than expected, months, not years.
Basic Guidelines

1. Do we really need the product.

2. Check if you can upgrade your existing product.

3. Check how energy or water efficient the product is.

4. Is the product made from a material which came from a sustainable source?

5. Is the product made in part, or wholly, from recycled material?

6. Is the product made from a material that can be recycled after use?

7. Try to avoid excessive packaging of a product.

8. What are the disposal costs of a product?

Due to NUS services Ltd.’s ethical and environmental assessment of their products and services, all products and services from this supplier shall be accepted for purchase and sale without additional questioning.
Commercial Refrigeration Equipment

Try to buy a new product, as although they will be more expensive to initially purchase than second hand ones, they will be more energy efficient and will have lower running costs. If you have to buy used equipment, then make sure it is in good condition and has been well maintained. 
Compare initial purchase price and running costs of refrigeration equipment. Running costs can end up being several times over its initial purchase price. Compare how much energy different units/systems will use before making a decision. Try to purchase a suitable product which uses a lower amount of energy.

If possible, try to purchase a product which has as many as many as possible of the following (if appropriate to type of refrigeration equipment):
· Low-power lights – An average energy saving of 10%

· High-efficiency fan motors  - Can provide a 13% energy saving. 

· Defrost controls - Evaporators should have defrost-on-demand controls that measure frost accumulation and humidity rather than timed cycles (up to 6% energy saving). 

· Larger condensers  - The increased ability to dump waste heat provided by larger condensers can give energy savings of 9%. 

· Strip curtains  - Curtains or night blinds can reduce unwanted out-of-hours wastage. 
IT equipment

IT equipment can be a major source of energy consumption within a students’ association. Buying more environmentally friendly IT equipment can not only help cut utility bills, but is also good for the environment. The following guidelines apply when purchasing any IT equipment.

· No CRT monitors will be purchased. 
· If possible, purchase IT equipment which has achieved the energy star label, as this means that the equipment will be more environmentally friendly as it has had to meet certain criteria. Go to the energy star website to look for products which have achieved this status. http://www.eu-energystar.org/en/index.html 
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· When buying printers, photocopiers or fax machines, check if you can purchase a product which does more than one of these functions, as this will save space and resources.

· When buying a printer or photocopier, check if it can print double sided, as this will save resources.

TV and DVD equipment

When buying television equipment look for the most energy efficient products that have been awarded the Energy Saving Recommended logo shown below.
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To find out the energy consumption of any TV or DVD equipment please use one of the following websites to search for the product in question. This website allows you to search products by brand and standby energy consumption, try to purchase a product with a low standby energy consumption.
http://www.digitallogo.co.uk/company_search.php
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Compare-and-buy-products
Always try to purchase a product which has been awarded the energy saving recommended logo and if possible, the most energy efficient product.

Other Equipment

For all other equipment purchased over £200 in value the full life cycle cost should be calculated and compared to other product options.

This table below is an aid to considering the complete lifecycle cost of a product rather that just price. A range of products should be considered rather than just finding the one that is cheapest on price.

Enter the price, expected life (in years), wattage (in Kw) and usage per day (time switch on each day in hours). 

The lifecycle cost = price + (expected life x wattage x usage per day x 25.2)
	
	Name
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	Price
	Expected life
	Wattage
	Usage per day
	Lifecycle Cost
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You should also consider the ethical dimension when purchasing. This can be done by considering the following question:
	Working conditions of employees?
	Yes / No
	...............................................................................

	Fair wage for producers? 
	Yes / No
	...............................................................................

	Environmental Standards?
	Yes / No
	...............................................................................


Reporting

When applying for funding for capital equipment, information on how this policy has been applied must be presented in order for the application to be considered. This should reference what options were considered and reasoning behind decisions.
Further Guidance
For assistance with environmental & ethical purchasing please contact Andrew Taylor (Campaigns, Welfare & Activities Coordinator), Susan Duncan (Depute President, Education & Welfare) or Caroline Sharp (General Manager).
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